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Tk zSM^srchmt a/Venice* 


And many an error by the feme example, 
Will r ufh into the ftate : It cannot be. 

lew* A PawWcome to iudgeraientyyea a Daniel. 
Q wife young- ludge, bow do I" honour thee* 
par. IprayyoulecmcloDke vpon the bond, 

Heere Vis motVreuercndDoflorJieereitis. 
Per* Sbjlnkft there's thrice thy monic offered thee. 
Shy. An oath, an oath, I hauc an oath in heauen : 
Shall I lay periutic vpon my fou le ? 
No not for Venice, 

Par* Why this bond is forfeit, 
And lawfully by this the lew may claime 
A pound offiefh, to be by him cut off 
Neereft the Merchants heart ; be mercifull, 1 
Take thrice thy money, bid me icare the bond. 

lew. When ids paid according to the tenure. 
It doth appeare you are a worthy Judge : 
you know the Law, your espofuion 
Hath beenc moft found* I charge you fry the Law, 
Whereofyou are a welLdeferuing pillnr. 
Proceeds to judgement I By my fonle I iweare, 
There is nopower in the tongue of man . 
To alter me: I ftay heere on my bond. 

An* Moft heartily \ do befcech the Court 
Togiuethc Judgement. 

Per, Why then thus it is : 
you muft prepare your bofome for his knife, • 
lew, O nohtf ludgcO excellent yong man. 
Par. For the intent and pnrpofe of the Law 
Hath full relation to the pcnaltic, 
Which heerc appearcth due vpon the bond* 

lew, TTis verie true : O wife and vpright ludge, 
How much more elder art thou then thy looker f 
tor* Therefore lay bare your bofomci 
lew, I, his br eft, 
So fayes the bond, doth itnot noble ludge? 
Neereft his heart, thofeare the very words- 

Por* It is L fo ; Are there ball ancc heere to weigh the 
flefh? 

lm* 1 haue them ready - 

F&r. Hauc by. fome Surgeon Shylock^mi your charge 
To flop, his wounds, lcaft hcfhould bkedc to death. 

lew* It ts not nominated in the bond ? 

Per. It is not fo cxpreft: but what of that? 
J Twerc good you do fo much for charitie. 

lew. I cannot findc it, thnotjn the bond. 

Por 9 Come Merchant* haue you any thing to fay i 

Ant, But little i I, am a-rm'd and well prepar'd- 
Giue me your hand Baffkmo^ fare you well, 
Greeuenot that I am falne to this for you : 
For heerein fortune tbewes her felfe more kinde 
Then is her cuflome. It is ftillher vfe 
To let the wretched man out~liuc his wealth, 
To view with hollow cye^ and wrinkled brow 
An agcofpouerty. From which lingring penance 
Of fueh mtferie, doth flic cut me off: 
Commend rue to your honourable Wife* 
Tell her the proceffc of Anthontft end : 
Say how I lou'd you ; fpeake me faire in death : 
And when thebaic i s told, bid her beiudgc, 
Whether Bajfamo had not once a Loue : 
Repent not you that you ftiali loo fe your friend,, 
And he repents not that he payes yotit debt. 
tot tf the lew do cut but deepe eno ugh. 
He pay rt inftamly, with all my heart. . 
Vtafi Arttlortitf, I am married to a wife, 


Which is as deere tome as life it felfe, 
But life it felfc,my wife,and all the warUj 
Are not with me efteem'd aboue thy life* 
I would loofe all, I facrifice them all 
Heere to this deuill, to deliuer you 

Por. Your wife^ould giueyou little thanks for tk 
Iffhewereby to heareyou make the offer, 

€r4, I hauc a wife whom I proteft I loue , 
I Would ihe were in heauen, fo (he could 
Intreat fome power to change this currifib lew. 

Ner. ' Tis well you offer it behinde her back? 
The will would make elfeanvnquiet houfe, 1 ( t 

/<?a\Thefe be the Chriftian husbands: I haue a day u 
Would any of the ftocke of S^rra^** ^' 
Had beene her husband,rather then a Chtiftiau, 
We trifle time, I pray thee purfue fentencc, 

P&r, A pound of that fame mar chants flefiiis thine 
The Court awards jt,and the law doth giue it, 1 

lew. Moft rightfull Judge. 

Jw. And you muft cut this fiefii from ofFhi^breaft 
The Law allowes it,and the Court awards it, 

lew. Moft learned Iudge,a fentence,CQmeprepa Te 

per* Tarry a little^there is fomething elfe, 
This bond doth giue thee heere no iot ofbioudj 
T!^e words exprcfly are a pou nd of fleffci : 
Then take thy bondjtake thou thy pound of flefh 
But in the cutting it 3 if thou doft flied 
One drop of Chriftian bloud ? tl^y lands and goods 
Are by the Lawes of Venice confifcate 
Vnto the ftate of Venice, 

(jtA* Ovpngbt ludge, 
Marke lew^o learned ludge. 

Shy. Is that the law ? 
TV. Thy felfe (hah f« the Afi : 
For zt thou Ttgeft iuftice^ be affur'd 
Thou flhalt haueiufticemorc then thou dc(ireft f 

Gra* O learned Iudge,roark Icw,a learned lodge. 

/w. I take this offer thei^pay the bond thncc, 
And let the Chriftian goe. 

*BtiJf. Heere is the money, 

Ppr, 5ofc 3 the Jew fhall haue all iuflice^ofc^o hafte. 
He fhall hauc nothing but the penalty. 

Gra. Olew^n vpright I udgc^a learned ludge, 

Por. Therefore prepare thee to cutoff thefiefh, 
Shed thou no bloud,floi cut thou leffe nor more 
But iuft a pound offlefh : if thou tak'ft more 
Or hffe then a iuft pound, bait fo much 
As makes it light or heauy in the fubftancc , 
Or the deuifion of the twentieth part 
Ofonepoorefcruple T oay if the fcale doe yirne 
But in the eftimation of a hayre , 
Thou dicftjflnd all thy goocis areconfifcatc* 

Gra, A fecond Daniel^ a Daniel lew. 
Now infidcll Ihaue thee on the hip, 

Tar m Why doth the lew paule, take thy forfeiturd 

Sky. Giue me my principall.and let me goe. 

Sajf, I haue i t ready for thee f heere it it* 

Por t He hath refus'djt in the open Court, 
He (hall hauemcerly iufticcapd his bond. 

Gra, A Darnel fay I 3 a fecond Daniel, 
I thanke thee lew for teaching me that word* 

Sky, Shall I not haue barely my principal! ? 

Per, Thou (halt haue nothing but the forfeitures 
To be taken fc ac thy per ill lew. 

Shj> Why then the Deuill giue hira^ood o^it: 
lie ftay 110 longer queflkm. 

per* Tarry 
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f « by duea/rindircfl attempt 

rimes ^ the priuie coffer of the State, 
Comes ^ <...jjf e |i« in the mercy 


Sichpredkainentiaythouf^ 
K^resbym.nifcftp^ceedmg, 


in3 - - -—■u'dagainft the very life 


Thou haftconi-ru 

a? the defendant ; and thou haft incur d 
Tbed^gerfovmerlybymerehear| 
nLnetherefore.and beg mercy of the Duke. 


An( jy Ct thy wealth being forfeit to the ftace, 

Thou haft not left the value of a cord, 

Therefore thou muft be haog'd at the flares charge. 

Pffk That thou fluh fee the difference of our fpirit , 
I pardon thee thy life before thou aske it : 
Forbalfethyweahh,it \%Anthonio\ 
The other ha!fc comes to the gencrall ft ate, 
Which huHiblenefle may driue vnro a fine. 

Par- 1 for the ftaie,not for Anthmio. 

Sh. Nayjtake my life and alljparddn notthat^ 
you take my houfe ? when you do take the prop 
That doth fuftame my houfe : you takemy life 
When you doe take the meanes whereby 1 Hue* 

f or, What mercy can you render him Anth&ttiai 

Grd> A halter jmtf ^nothing elfe for Gods fake. 

Jnh So pleafe my Lord the Duke, and all the Court 
To quit the fine for one halfe of his goods, 
lm concent : fo he will let me haue 
The other halfe in vfe, to render it 
Vpon his death, vnto the Gentleman 
That lately ftolehi? daughter. 
Two thing* prouided more^thatfor this fauour 
He prefently become a Chriftian : 
Thcother x that he doe record a gift 
Heere in the Court of all he dies poffeft 
Vnto hi* fonnc LoreH^o^uA hb daughter. 

Dttk. He fhall doc this, or elfe I doe recant 
The pardon that I late pronounced heere. 

P er. Art thou contented lew? what doft thou fay? 

Shy* I am content. 

Per. Clarke,draw a deed of gift. 

Shy. I pray you giue me leaue to goe from hence * 
I am not well/end the deed after me, 
Andlwillfigneit. 

Duke. Get thee gone,butdoe it* 

(?r<#. In chriftning thou (halt haue two godfather s 3 
Had I been iudge^thou fliouldft haue had ten more, 
To bring thee to the gallowes a not to the font* Exit* 

*Bh. Sir I intreat y ou with me home to dinner, 

for, 1 humbly doc defire your Grace of pardon, 
I muft away this night toward Padua, 
And it is meete I prefently fet forth* 

2>*k I am forry that your leyfurc ferue* you not : 
^Wi^gratifie this gentleman, 
Forinmytninde.youarcmuch bound tobim. 

Exit Duke *nd hi* tr&im+ 
MoftwrthygentleiBan^andmyfriend 5 


Haue by your wifedome beene this day acquitted 
Of grceuous penalties* in lieu whereof, 
Three thoufand Cucats due vnto the lew 
We freely coptyoUr curceouspaines wkhall. 

An* And ftand indebted ouer and aboue 
In loue and feruice to you eucrmore, 

Tor. He is well paid that is well fatisfied, 
And I deliueringyou, am fati^fied, 
And therein doe account my felfe w ell paid, 
My minde was neueryet more mercinarie. 
I pray you know me when we meete againe, 
I wi(h you wel!,and fo I take my leaue. 

Bafi. Deare fir,of force I muft attempt you further, 
Take fome remembrance ofvs as a tribute, 
Not as fee ; grant me two things^ I pray you 
Nottodenic me, and to pardon me. 

Por. You prefle mee farre s and therefore I will yeeld, 
Giue me your gloues Jle weare them for your fake, 
And for your loue He take this ring from you, 
Doe not draw backeyour hand,ile take no more^ 
And you in loue fliall nor deny me this ? 

r 3af. This ring good ftr f alas it is a triSe, 
I will not fhame my felfe to giue you this. 

Por. Iwil haue nothing elfe but onely this, 
And now methinkesl haue a minde to it. 

Baf There's more depends on this then on the valew, 
The dearcft ring in Venice will I giue you^ 
And finde it out by proclamation, 
Onely for this I pray you pardon me. 

Por. I fee fir you are lib e rail in offers , 
You taughtmefirtttobeg.andnow me thinkes 
You teach me how a beggar fliould be anfwer'd* 

'Baf. Good tir 3 this ring was giuen me by my wife, 
And when fhe put it on,fhe made me vow 
Th it I flbould neither fcIKnor giue 3 nor lofe it- 

Por* That fcufc ferues many men to faue their gifts, 
And ifyour wife be not a mad woman, 
And know how well I haue deferu'd this ring, 
Shce would not hold out enemy for euer 
For eiuing it to me : well, peace be with you, Exeunt* 

Am. My L.S^jfW^let him haue the ring, 
Let his defetuings and my loue withall 
Be valued again ft your wiues commandement. 

£ajf, Goe Gr^fi^^run and ouer-take him t 
Giue him the nng,and bring him if thou canft 
Vnto Anthonys houfejaway^make hafte, ExitGratt, 
Come, you and 1 will thither prefently. 
And in the morning early will we both 
Flie towaid2te/»?0wf 3 come Anthmfo* £xemt. 

Enter fort id and Nerriffa* 

Por. Enquire the lewes houfe ont,giue him this deed, 
And let him figpe it, weell away to night, 
And be a day before our husbands home : 
This deed will be well welcome to Lorenzo* 
£hter(/rdtMKQ* 

Gr4. Faire fir,y ou are well ore-tane * 
My hMafaniov^bn morcaduice. 
Hath feiit you heere this ring, and doth intreat 
Yourcompany at dinner, 

Por* That cannot be ; 
His ring I doie accept moft thankfully » 
And fo I pray you tell him : furthermore, 
I pray you jfhew my youth old Sbylockes houfe, 

Gra* Thait willl doe. 

Ner. Sir^ I would fpeake with you; 

0^ Me 



I DON, 1623 THE F 


HAKESPEARE LIBRARY OctaVO 


